Mrs Povey's Letrer 
To her Countrymen- in 


STAFFORDSHIRE, 


Occaſioned by the 


Dilſenters Complaint 


OF THEIR 


PexsECuTION by the CHUR CH. 


Being a Hearer of, and converſant with the Diſſenters, 

do remember the main Argument 'that incited a Civil 

War in England, was Fears of the Churches tendency 

to Popery ; which Jealouſies occaſioned the Marryr- 

doin of the beſt of Princes; Beheaded Farls, Lords, and Bi- 

ſhops 3 Hanged ſeveral of the Clergy ; Sequeſtered moſt of 

the Nobility and Gentry and ſhed the Blond of near halt 

( asit's ſaid ) of the innocent Commonalty : Alſo abour fix 

years fince, aſperſed moſt of our Biſhops and Clergy with the 

like Calumny, carrying them with the Pope in Effigy, in a 

Ridicule Proceſſion ; notwithſtanding the Biſhops had a little 

before ſignalized their Piety and Honeſty in Parliament, for 

the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion. So that if we re- 

flect on the Jate and former Proceedings of the Diſlenters, 

may plainly fee it was not Religion, but Intereſt or to intro- 

duce Anarchy ; for they that were for Burning the Pope, are 

now for Feaſting his Nzntio ; the only puifſant Champions 

for thoſe they tormerly ſeemed fo averſe to, and the chief Fa- & 

vourites of thoſe that are Profeſſors of it. Sure we may high- © 

ly ſuſpect, of either Folly or Villany, thoſe who change Cha- 

melian- like, Communicate with the Church at the holy Sacra- 

ment in the Morning ; in the Evening at a Conventicle: Now 

there 15 no fear of Popery , having got an Infallible Liberty. 

They that were for no Set-Forms, ( rather thari miſs of Honor) 

now ſubſcribe to any. They once cryed up Qu. Elizabeth,now 
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they call her Laws Bloudy. They that are not Connivers af 
Popery, have not the leaſt ſpark of Loyalty ; and they that 
are not for taking off the Laws againſt it, are for Crue!ty. 
They will give Thanks for the Breach of one Law, though 
they loſe thereby the Right of Complaint for the Breach of 
the reſt-+, They now fear not of being forc'd to ſwallow Tran- 
ſubſtantidtion/charawere formealy frighted at a Surplice. 

Theſe are they, who under pretence of aTender Conſcience, 
canonize any Opinion, legitimate any ACtion, whatſoever they 
think can be no Herefie ; or do, can be no Sin : ſo much now 
againſt Forms of Prayer, that they will ſcarce uſe our Savi- 
ours. Theſe are they that charge the Church with Cruelty in 
Perſecution, ( when indeed it was not the Church, but the 
Laws againſt Schifm ) bug forget, that apainſt and contrary ro 
the Law, they Babiſh'd the Nobility, Sequeſtered the Gentry, 
and deprived the Clergy for near Twenty years. Thele {cru- 
ple to Kneel at the Sacrament, but not to make a Schilm in the 
Church, rail againft it; and by their timing on it, you would 
ſwear they had a mind to do a Miſchief ; either Snakes in 
the Graſs, Scyrenes on the Rocks, or Setters with Ferg#ſor: 
and. others. Eſpecially when the Church have ſufficiently 
cleared their Doubts, - and ſignalized their Averſions to Pope- 
ry : though that Aſperſion uſhered in the Dreadful Tragedy 
as before, which calls for great Humiliation from the Diſſen- 
ters, as alſo ſatisfaction for all their hard Speeches, by owning 
thetr Errours, and Uniting ; but on the contrary, ( at this 
time ) for the Pretenders to Piety, I mean the Presbyterians, 
to be fo highly pleaſed with Liberty, is to me a Prodigy, ſince 
it hath not been known that any people approved a Tolera- 
tion, but thoſe who have a Luke-warmneſs in Religion, or 
whoſe God is their Gain, and Religion a Trade ; but (eri- 
ous Souls had rather ſuffer ſome hardſhip on account of Con- 
{cience, than buy their Quiet with the Ruine of the Church, 
and price of God's Diſhonour. Shall we ſet aſide thoſe Laws 
that were made by the Sons of the Martyrs, who ſeal'd the 
Proteſtant Religion with their Bloud ? Shall we, for Revenge, 
or a {crupled Ceremony, ſet aſide that which may Ruine our 
Poſterity ? The antient devout men were intent upon thac 
wherein the power of Godlineſs conſiſted, and Salvation of 
Souls depended ; they were not ſo fond of Opinions, as to 
play-away the Peace of the Church about Trifles; they had 
cnough to do to mortifie their Paſſions, and withſtand Tem- 
ptations : but when true Zeal was ſet aſide, then they grew 
great Diſputers, and mightily ſcrupulous about a Ceremony, 
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ceaſing to examin their own Hearts, but become cenſorious 
of other mens : For what evaporates the true Spirit and Lite 
of Religion, but Schiſms, Iofing the Subſtance while contend- 
ing for the Shadow, and fo diffolve the Sinews of Society ? 
And this may be Argument ſufficient to continue the Laws 
againſt Schiſms, ſeeing its a miſ-ſhapen as well as il|-begotten 
Brat, that no body is willing to Father ; being a breach of 
that Communion wherein a man might have continued with- 
out ſin. And we muſt not fay Conſcience or Opinion in 
things accidenta], is a ſufficient ground of Separation : for 
the Phariſees and Sadduces met together at the Temple, 
though they differed in Eſſentials, the abſtaining from things 
ſtrangled, and from Bloud, was judged by the Apoſtles to'be 
obſerved by the Gentiles, as an Accommodation betwixt 
them and the Jews. A Ceremony will not be a Death-bed 
Concern ; but whether we have done Juſtice,uled Mercy,lived 
in Peace, and die in Charity. They that would have Laws and 
Ceremonies to pleaſe all,are like Procruſtes,who ſtretcht all to 
his own fize, if too ſhort, or cut them off to his own propor- 
tion, if too long : or a Painter that expoſed a fine Piece, and 
altered every thing the Paſſengers found to be faulty, fo that 
at laſt it became monſtrous 3 but after produces another 
Piece like in beauty, and faid, This latter is my work, , the 0- 
ther a Monſter of your own making. Therefore fince Cuſtoms, 
Laws, and Ceremonies cannot be fitted to every man, ſome 
muſt accommodate themſelves to them. Our Saviour eats 
the Paſſover with his Diſciples, in the ſame poſture with the 
Jews. Paul, in condeſcention to them, circumciſes Timothy, 
Afs 16.1. The Governours have power to add or alter 
in things indifferent. Dawid diſtributes the Prieſts into ſe- 
veral Orders, inſtituted Inſtrumental Muſick, and compoſed 
ſeveral Anthims and Forms of Prayer, to be uſed in the Tem- 
ple, without any Commiſſion ; and yet we never hear of a- 
' ny Reprehenſion, angry at, or diſſenters from it. So alſo 
the Primitive Chriſtians Unity was the great advantage that 
Chriſtianity had for the planting it ſelf; that it diſturbed no 
ſettled Form, made no noiſe or commotion ; but fell like 
the Dew of Heaven on a F leece of Wool. True Chriſtiani- 
ry fills mens Hearts with virtuous Principles, not their Heads 
with troubleſome Niceties; not fond of every petty Opini- 
on, bur intent on the publick Peace and Safety ; eſpecially 
when our Enemies watch but till our Diviſions opens the 
' Gates to them. And we may not reaſonably think their Er- 
rours are leſs enormous, or their Spirits els cruel; for they 
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have a forreign Head and great Intereſts abroad : So deſperate 
ahd daring are that Party ; fo cloſe and crafty, that we have 
little reaſon to think our ſelves out of danger. Therefore 
now. it's Piety and Policy, 'ro ſubmit our private Quarrels to 
publick Safety, leſt whilſt the Gamſters quarrels, thoſe char 
fit by ſweep the Stakes. Let us all be Imitators of this our 
Church ( by Law Efſtabliſh'd ) that is, be obedient to the 
King our Policick Father, and not forget our Duty to the 
Church our Mother. Rom. 14. 22. means, Haſt thou a dit- 
fering Faith ? have it to thy ſelf, and not diſturb the Church 
with private Opinions. Our Saviour complied with the Rites 
and Ceremonies, obſerved Feaſts, paid Tribute, and many 0- 
ther things, conſonant to the Jewiſh Cuſtoms; and indeed, 
he that reſolves to yield to no body, can agree with no body. 
And undoubtedly, if about Ceremonies, the Flock ſhould yield 
to the Paſtor, and Opinion give place to antient Cuſtom, and 
if it be poſſible, have Peace:with all men. For by this we 
know our ſclves to be intereſted in our Saviour's laſt Will and 
Teſtament : My Peace I give unto you, &c. And let all the 
Pious, whether Difſenters, or otherwile, pray, if in the right, 
( with the Diſciples) that God would confirm them ; if 
wrong, ( with Nichodemus, oh. 3. ) would reform them. 
And when the Devil ſees theſe Separations ſtirs us up to 
Prayer and good Duties, he will ceaſe to tempt us, and the 
good Spirit will guide us into all Truth. I had a tender Con- 
{cience ( which is indeed an uninſtrufted Conſcience ) which 
affets many Dittenters, that I hope are devout Souls, and pre- 
cious in the ſight of God. I applied my ſelf to the moſt E- 
minent Divinzs, who gave Repaſt to my Soul, Peace to my 
Mind, and cleared all my Doubts. Certainly that Principle 
which thinks it ſelf too good to be examined, or informed, is 
too bad to be believed. And if any of us have hitherto 
flighted the Means, to neglect no longer, be informed better, 
and forry for our Separations ; and wiſh with the Prophet, 
that our Heads were Waters, and Eyes Fountains of Tears ; 
and mourn for the Diviſions of this poor diſtrated Nation : 
then who can tell but the Lord may be gracious, and divert 
his Judgments from, be merciful unto, and unite us ; which is 


ſought by her, with Prayers and Tears, who wiſhes to you, 
and the whole Iſrael of God, 


Peace bere, 
and Heawen bereafter. 


MErcyYy Pover. 


